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Written and photos by: Ori Peleg
On the 31th of October, Dr. Yoav Motro and Ori Peleg (representatives from Israel)
conducted a half-day pellet analysis seminar with Mr. Yosef Quasem, Mr. Mohamad
Nasser and a field officer (representatives from Jordan). The seminar took place at

Shaykh Husayn village in Jordan.

Dr. Yoav Motro explains the
participants about the dental
structure of rodents as a
species indicator. In the
background - a new
informational poser explains
the importance of using birds
of prey as biological pest

control agents.

The main purpose of the seminar was to share the knowledge of pellet analysis as an
indicator of the rodents' population in the agricultural areas where the barn owls' nesting

boxes are located.
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Ori Peleg prepared a field guide in Arabic for pellets analysis, contains a visual

diagnosis and explanations of rodents' species characteristics. During three hours Dr.

Motro and Mr. Peleg shared with the Jordanian partners methods of rodents' skeletons

analysis, using pellets from Jordanian nest boxes (see diagram results below).

All presents agreed that the methods were well understood and the main goals of the

seminar achieved.

Rodents Distribution

0%

‘ lzy

24%

M Social Vole (Microtus socialis) Mouse (Mus sp.)
M House Rat (Rattus rattus) Subterranean mole-rats (Spalax ehrenbergi)
M Tristram's Jird (Meriones tristrami) W Shrew (Crocidura russula)

House sparrow (Passer domesticus)

The dominant finding in the pellets was the mole-rat (35%). At the same time, we
didn’t find any evidence for social voles (0%). On the other side of the same
valley (the Israeli side), the social voles are usually the most dominant finding
during pellet analysis. We can explain the differences by the presence or lack of
irrigation systems. In the Israeli side of the valley, farmers using intensive
irrigation all year long, which allow stabilization of the voles' population.

The rest of the findings are distributed similarly as the findings in the Israeli side
of the same valley:

Mouse: 12%

House Rat: 12%

Jirds: 24%

Shrew: 12%

Birds: 6%
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" LR (Mertres bt Tretramrs dirg , The field guide — Visual pictures
| and schemas explain the
differences between rodents'
spices based on their dental

structures.

lower molars upper molars

After a nice traditional meal at Shaykh Husayn village, the partners continued to a field
tour in the area, visiting two new barn owls' nest boxes lately located in the agricultural
fields. Dr. Motro and Mr. Peleg explained to the Jordanian representatives that the
optimal height of a nesting box is 2.5 to 3 meters (a ladder should be used to reach it).
They also explained that a nest box located on a residential building has low occupancy

chances.
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Mr. Yosef Quasem presenting one of

the new barn owls' nest boxes located

lately.
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A delicious tradi

tional meal at

Shaykh Husayn village. At the

background Mr. Mohamad Nasser.

One of the new nest boxes,
located on a residential
building in Shaykh Husayn

region.
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WORKSHOP OBJECTIVES

1. Developing a program for integrating schools from Jordan with schools from Israel
in joint studying, focusing on birds and nature conservation (pilot), in Arabic.

2. Building together a framework for lesson plans and the details of the coordination
between schools to the pilot of the total 6-8 schools (1:1).

3. Coordinating the beginning of the program of schools from Israel and from Jordan
from February 2018 till May 2018 (after completing the lesson plans).

4. Integration of the program in Arabic to the Israeli and Jordanian sites.

- 56 -



Barn Swallows at the south end of the Dead Sea

B
-

(Artist: Brin Edwards) Tristram's Grackles with Jordan's Moab

Mountains in the background (Artist: Rosanne
Guille)
METHOD

1. During the workshop, 12 representatives from Israel will meet with 12

representatives from Jordan for a discussion regarding the study content, and
how to build joint educational activities between the schools.

2. The entire program, including the website will be carried out in Arabic, in order to
make the flow of information easier between the school teachers and pupils.

3. Itis proposed to build at least 10 lesson plans on the following topics:

a.
b.
c.
d

e.

Birds in the vicinity of the home

Barn Owils as biological pest control agents in agriculture and nesting boxes
Bird migration — the uniqueness of the Middle East

Vultures in danger of extinction — problems caused by man (hunting,
poisoning etc.)

Birds in art

4. Developing the activity in three stages:

a.
b.
C.
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Field trips in the vicinity of the school
Field trip to a birding attraction in Jordan/Israel (every school in its country)
Meeting between schools (if approved by the Ministry of Education)
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"Good news!! We are financing a small project with our resources from other
projects. We will have 100 owl boxes and 50 kestrel boxes soon. The provincial
directorate of the Ministry is also excited about this implementation. It is a

small start but we may convince the Ministry by showing the impacts."
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Barn Owls (Tyto alba) and Common Kestrels (Falco tinnunculus) as

Pest Control Agents in Agricultural Fields

Expanding the cooperation of Jordan, Israel and Palestinian Authority to Cyprus,
Turkey, Lebanon and North African countries

21" — 25" January 2018, on the Jordanian side of the Dead Sea, we will conduct a

5 days Pest Control seminar.

Background
At 1983 an agri-environmental project started at Kibbutz Sde Eliyahu in Israel in

order to develop the use of Barn Owls as biological pest control agents. The project
was led by the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel (SPNI). From 60 nesting
boxes at the beginning of the project, the number has risen to over 4,000, and the
project became a national project as of 2008.

At 2002 a first seminar was held in cooperation with the Amman Center for Peace and
Development (ACPD) led by Chairman General (Ret.) Mansour Abu Rashid and the
Palestinian Wildlife Society (PWS) led by Director Imad Atrash, in order to expand
the project to Jordan and the Palestinian Authority.

At 2013 Prof. Alexandre Roulin, a worldwide expert on Barn Owls from the
University of Lausanne (Switzerland) joined the project as well.

At 2015, cooperation with Cyprus started in two joint seminars in Israel and Cyprus
with representatives from BirdLife Cyprus. A year later in August 2016, a
representative from the Turkish Nature Conservation Centre (DKM) joined for a joint
seminar as well.

Seminar objectives

Inspired from the success of the regional project, we would like to expand and share
the knowledge and benefits of environment friendly agriculture to other countries as
well.

21" - 24™ Amman Center for Peace and Development (ACPD) will host the first three
day of the seminar in a hotel on the Jordanian side of the Dead Sea.

24 - 26" Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel (SPNI) will host the last two
days in Israel.
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The seminar will introduce the participants to the potential role of Barn Owls and
Kestrels as biological pest control agents. Participants will learn about the main
aspects of implementing agri-environmental projects in the field:
e The project is an educational and explanatory tool for protecting nature and
the environment
e The decline in the use of pesticides in agricultural fields
e "Costs and benefits" from the policy makers' and farmers' points of view
e Sharing scientific knowledge from the projects over the years
e Starting a project: implementation of the project in the field from baseline
e Scientific measurements and analysis of the Barn Owl's environment, nesting
boxes and pellets
e Fields tours and farmers' impressions; sharing of work methods in the field

e Regional cooperation building social connections between people and nations

* This is an initial draft. A detailed seminar program will be sent later on.

- If you would like to participate, please contact the ACPD until October
10t 2017 (email: acpd.aburashid@gmail.com).

- We will take care of airfare and accommodation for two participants
from each country.

Presented by:
General (Ret.) Mansour Abu Rashid, Chairman ACPD, Jordan
Imad Atrash, Director, Palestinian Wildlife Society, Palestinian Authority
Prof. Yossi Leshem, Tel Aviv University

Prof. Alexandre Roulin, University of Lausanne, Switzerland
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PROGRAM

First day: Sunday the 21" of January

Second day: Monday the 22" of January




Third day: Tuesday the 23" of January

Forth day: Wednesday the 24" of January
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Last day: Thursday the 25" of January
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